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☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of 
Certain Officers.

On September 16, 2024, Christopher Ashton, Ph.D., provided notice of his resignation from the board of directors (the “Board”) of PepGen Inc. (the 
“Company”), effective as of September 30, 2024. Dr. Ashton also resigned from his positions on the Board’s Audit Committee and Compensation 
Committee. Dr. Ashton resigned voluntarily, and not as a result of any disagreement with the Company on any matter relating to the Company’s operations, 
practices or policies. The Board is grateful to Dr. Ashton for his service and contributions to the Company. 

As a result of Dr. Ashton’s resignation, the Board adopted a resolution as of September 18, 2024, decreasing the size of the Board from seven directors to 
six directors effective immediately following Dr. Ashton’s resignation. The Board also approved the appointment of director Habib J. Dable as a member of 
the Board’s Audit Committee, effective as of September 30, 2024.

Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.

On September 19, 2024, the Company issued a press release announcing the foregoing. A copy of the press release is being furnished as Exhibit 99.1 to this 
Current Report on Form 8-K.

The information in Item 7.01 of this Current Report on Form 8-K and Exhibit 99.1 attached hereto is being furnished and shall not be deemed “filed” for 
the purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”) or otherwise subject to the liability of that section, 
nor shall such information be deemed incorporated by reference in any filing under the Exchange Act or the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, regardless 
of the general incorporation language of such filing, except as shall be expressly set forth by specific reference in such filing.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits:
 
Exhibit Number Description
99.1 Press release issued by PepGen Inc. on September 19, 2024
104 Cover Page Interactive Data Filed (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
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hereunto duly authorized.
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PepGen Announces Christopher Ashton, PhD, to Retire from its Board of Directors

BOSTON, September 19, 2024 -- PepGen Inc. (Nasdaq: PEPG), a clinical-stage biotechnology company advancing the next 
generation of oligonucleotide therapies with the goal of transforming the treatment of severe neuromuscular and neurological 
diseases, today announced that Christopher Ashton, PhD, intends to retire from the Board of Directors effective September 30, 
2024. Dr. Ashton has served on PepGen's Board of Directors since December 2019 and was a member of the audit and 
compensation committees.
 
“On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank Chris for nearly five years of service,” said Laurie Keating, JD, Chair of 
PepGen’s Board of Directors. “He is our longest serving Director and we will miss his thoughtful advice, perspective and humility. 
His experience as both a scientist and leader of growing companies has been invaluable during his tenure. We wish him all the 
best.”
 
“It has been a thoroughly rewarding experience to help shape PepGen from its early beginnings into a biotechnology company 
with two investigational therapies in the clinic to treat serious neuromuscular and neurological diseases,” said Dr. Ashton. “I 
believe the future is bright as these candidates have the potential to be best in class therapies from which patients may benefit 
enormously. I would like to take this opportunity to wish President and CEO James McArthur, my fellow members of the Board, 
and all the employees the best of luck in the future.”
 
Dr. Ashton cited his desire to return to focusing on guiding pre-IPO companies as the principal reason for his decision to retire 
from the Board of Directors. He did not advise the Company of any dispute or disagreement with the Company or the Board of 
Directors, or on any matter relating to the Company’s operations, policies or practices. Effective upon Dr. Ashton’s resignation, 
the size of the Company’s Board of Directors will be reduced from seven to six directors.
 
About PepGen
PepGen is a clinical-stage biotechnology company advancing the next-generation of oligonucleotide therapies with the goal of 
transforming the treatment of severe neuromuscular 



 

 

and neurological diseases. PepGen’s Enhanced Delivery Oligonucleotide (EDO) platform is founded on over a decade of research 
and development and leverages cell-penetrating peptides to improve the uptake and activity of conjugated oligonucleotide 
therapeutics. Using these EDO peptides, we are generating a pipeline of oligonucleotide therapeutic candidates designed to 
target the root cause of serious diseases.
 
For more information, please visit www.pepgen.com. Follow PepGen on LinkedIn and X.

 

Investor Contact

Dave Borah, CFA

SVP, Investor Relations and Corporate Communications
dborah@pepgen.com 

Media Contact

Julia Deutsch
Lyra Strategic Advisory
Jdeutsch@lyraadvisory.com    




